
P H OTOGRAPHS ARE A USEFUL TO O L for encouraging students to look

at situations closely.T h ey can be used in many way s , for example, to challenge

s t e reotypes or bias in re p o rt i n g .

C ap t i o n s
In pairs, students write a caption or title for the same photograp h .T h i s

should be done on a strip of paper in big letters. Come together as a class

and place the titles around the photograp h , then talk about the

d i f fe rent cap t i o n s . D i s c u s s :

w W hy did you choose it? 

w Do others agre e ?

w W h i ch caption is most appro p riate? W hy ?

Speech bubbles
Students imagine that they are one of the people in the photo and write

speech or thought bubbles for the person. C o m p a re diffe rent re s p o n s e s .

Remember to point out that someone took this photo.W h a t

did the people in the photo think? What did they see?  W h a t

else might the photographer have seen?
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Using photograp h s

P i c t u re caption
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Outside the frame
G i ve each group a photo blue-tacked onto a larger piece of paper and ask

them to ‘ c o n t i nue the photograp h ’ , that is, to draw what is outside the frame.

This helps them to look closely at the images and imagine the context in

which the photo might have been take n .Two groups then

come together to ask questions about each other’s draw i n g s .

If diffe rent groups have used the same photograph it is

i n t e resting to compare their final drawings and to ask, ‘ W hy

we re they diffe re n t ? ’ .

C ro p p i n g
Each group is given part of a picture and asked to draw what they think is

s h own in the rest of the picture using any possible clues and giving re a s o n s

for their ideas.When they have agre e d , p resent the whole picture.What was

d i f fe rent? Does anything surprise them?

Other groups could be given diffe rent sections of the same picture, w h i c h

could lead to a class discussion.This activity is part i c u l a r ly useful fo r

challenging stere o t y p e s , and raising issues of class and gender.

P h o t o c o pying a part ly cove red picture is useful for this

a c t i v i t y.

An example of ‘ c ro p p i n g ’ is on the next page.
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P u r p o s e
The aim of this activity is to show how a photograph may show just part of a

s i t u a t i o n , to provo ke discussion about how we interpret images and to make

students aw a re of how preconceptions can cloud our judgement.

P re p a r a t i o n
û Enough copies of the above picture cut in half to give each group one piece

(t h e re should be an even number of groups to allow them to bring their halves

t ogether in the next stage of the activity) .

Teacher pro m p t s
w Decide what the photog raph show s

w S u g gest where it was take n

w Think about who the people are

w S u g gest what the people are doing

w Think about what the situation is

w Think about how the people might be fe e l i n g .

E x a m p l e : photo exe rcise (cro p p i n g )

A B
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P ro c e d u re
w G i ve each group either part A or B of the photograph (it is better if each

g roup only sees their part of the photog ra p h) .Ask each group to discuss

their photo.

w Ask one member of each group to re p o rt the outcome of their discussion

to the rest of the class.

w Then put the photograph together by amalgamating groups with Part A

with those with Part B and ask the group to discuss the whole picture.

N ow ask students:

w Have their thoughts about the image ch a n ged now that they can see all

of it? In what wa y ?

w Who might be with the photog ra p h e r ?

w What might have been happening befo re the photog raph was take n ?

w What might happen once the photog rapher has left?

w Should the photog rapher try to do anything about the situation?

w W hy did the photog rapher take this picture ?

w Widen out into a class discussion to allow sharing of ideas and opinions.


