
THE DEVELOPMENT COMPASS RO S E is a simple, e a s y - t o - re m e m b e r

f r a m ewo r k , which can provide a focus for work on issues.We can make use

of it to help explore issues in our own immediate locality, or in unfamiliar

places in other parts of the wo r l d .

This framework helps us become aw a re of the range of issues that influence

a ny given situation, and can be applied to almost any issue.

The development compass rose has three main learning objective s :

w to identify env i ro n m e n t a l , economic and political questions

w to discuss and explore some of these issues and see how they are

c o n n e c t e d

w to begin to see how much people in diffe rent places have in common.

Instead of Nort h , S o u t h , East and We s t , the four main compass

points re p re s e n t :

w Natural/ecological questions

w Social and cultural questions

w Economic questions

w Who decides? Who benefits?

(Political questions.)
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The development compass

Na t u ra l

Ec o n o m i c

So c i a l

Who 
d e c i d e s ?



The development compass r s e
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The diagonal points h i g h l i g h t the relationship between the four main points.

For example, NE raises questions about how economic activity affects the

e nv i ro n m e n t .

Some interesting debate can arise when considering the diagonal points: fo r

e x a m p l e, the relationship between the Natural and the Economic (NE).

Examples of this are seen in the Scotland/Southern Africa Land Issues pack

( for instance, the issue of the Harris Superq u a rry and the Highland Wa t e r

P roject in Lesotho).

Na t u ra l
W hy have they chosen to live in this place?

Did they actually choose to live here ?

N E
W hy are there

no basic serv i c e s
( wa t e r, e l e c t ri c i t y,

d ra i n a ge) here ?

Ec o n o m i c
H ow do they

m a ke a living?

So c i a l
H ow do their tra d i t i o n s / c u l t u re
a f fect how they live and other

p e o p l e ’s attitude to them?

N E
Do they have to pay
for services directly? 

Do they have to
p rovide their ow n

s ch o o l s ?

S W
Who re p re s e n t s
their interests? W h o
listens to them?

Who decides?
What types of housing
policies do the
government have? 
Is affo rdable 
public housing 
being built?
What access is 
t h e re to education?

N W
What policies should
be developed to meet
the needs of people
living here ?


